
This is a summary of the reading policy. The full policy is available upon request from the school office 

Early Years (Nursery and Reception) 
 The skills of early reading are taught to the children from the first moment they enter school. An enjoyment of 
reading is fostered through hearing stories, singing rhymes, making books and taking books home. Parent 
workshops show parents how to support their children in the best possible way to develop their reading. 
 
Phonics Teaching 
 At St Malachy’s reading is taught through a scheme called ‘Read, Write Inc.’ Phonic work is taught for 30 
minutes a day from nursery to Year 2. Some children may still need phonics in KS2. 
 
 Home/School reader 
Every child in our school has a reading book, which is matched to their reading ability. Our school insists that 
EYFS / KS1 parents read with their child every day and that they record this in their child’s reading record. In 
Years 1-6 children read for 10 minutes daily and that they record a reflection about this in their reading record. 
Any child who has not completed their reading at home will be given opportunity to read during the school day 
within a recreational period.   
 
Guided Reading  
As well as daily R.W.I lessons, all children in Reception class and K.S 1 have daily guided reading sessions with 
their class teacher and teaching assistants. Within these sessions, the RAMP (Reading and Modelled Practice) 
scheme is followed so that the children are developing an in depth understand of the text.  Children are 
encouraged to apply their phonic skills to blend sounds and to develop their understanding of texts through 
differentiated, careful questioning (based on the One Education Question Stems) and discussion work.  

In addition to group guided reading children in KS1 have a weekly whole class comprehension using the Rising 
Stars Cracking Comprehension Scheme or Reading Explorers (upper KS1). This allows teachers to model the 
skills and strategies pupils need to successfully explain their understanding using a step-by-step approach. 

Shared and Guided Reading  
Shared reading takes place throughout the week within all classes in KS2 within their Literacy teaching. 
Children are given the opportunity to read a variety of high quality texts as models and stimulus for their 
Literacy work.   

All children in KS2 also take part in daily guided reading sessions with their teachers and teaching assistants. 
The skills of reading are taught, reinforced, deepened and assessed within these sessions through the use of 
RAMP (Reading and Modelled Practice). Children will be asked to complete ‘follow up’ text work based upon 
their guided reading session that week. Questions are derived based on the One Education Reading stems. 

Library book scheme  
All children take home a library book to supplement their home reading book and to encourage them to read 
from a range of books. The library has a large number of quality books for children to choose from. Children 
visit the school library weekly and select their own book to read for pleasure.  Children are encouraged to 
place requests if there are books they would like us to purchase for the library. Often children use the library 
to further their learning by borrowing books which match to their topic work in class. 
 
Story Time in Class 
 It is our school policy that every class has a story time session at the end of the day. 
 


